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PRODUCTS  VEGETABLES 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT    OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEC  3762-  56(12)      AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 


Producers  of  poultry  and  eggs  re-  poultry  are  generally  more  directly 
ceive  more  of  the  consumers'  dollar  transmitted  to  the  farm  level  than  are 
than  do  the  farm  producers  in  other  corresponding  changes  in  consumer 
major  commodity  groups.  Changes  in  prices  of  foods  which  typically  are  re- 
wholesale  and  retail  prices  of  eggs  and  tailed  in  highly  processed  forms. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL  MARKETING  SERVICE 


FES-187 


-  2  - 

TES  P0UL3KI  AHD  TBTC  SITDATICB  AT  A  QLASd 


Iten 


out 


:  Month 

:  car 
:  date 


^Average 

;  1945-54: 


1955 


1956 


1:  i 

::  Month 

::  or 

::  data 


Average ' 

_ 1945-54: 

;  n  ; 


1955 
2/ 


1956 


Coajaanta  on 

currant  situation 


BOGS 


Fan  production  

Average  nuaber  of 

:  mi.  dor. 
:  mill  oca 

Nov. 
Nov. 

326.4 
359-5 

389.8 
331.2 

403 
331 

5 
6 

Dec. 
Dec. 

368.4 
370.5 

414.7 
333-6 

^6.8  s 
335-8  j 

Record  highs  for  November 
and  December. 

Bate  of  lay 

•  Egge 

Nov. 

12.0 

14.1 

14 

6 

Dec. 

12.0 

14.9 

15-6 

Apparent  disappearance , 
shell  eggs  per  civilian  . 

:  Eggs 

Oct. 

28.4 

28.9  4/28 

6  '•• 

Nov. 

28.3 

29.5  4/28.9 

Frozen  egg  production  .. 

:  mi.  lb. 

!  Oct. 

4.4 

4.1 

■  8 

7 

: : 

Hov. 

3-2 

3-8 

5.6  : 

Dried  egg  production  ... 

:  mi.  lb. 

•  Oct. 

1.2 

1.1 

1 

.2  f- 

Hov. 

1.0 

0.7 

1.0 

Price  received  by 

:Ct.p©r  doz. 

|  Nov. 

49.1 

43.4 

37 

.2  :! 

Dec. 

48.4 

U7. 1 

37-1 

Prices  for  last  two  months 
belov  springtime  average. 

Price  xveelved  by 
fanners  as  ft  pwosnft* 


Hov. 

85 

83 

70 

:  j 

Dec. 

84 

93 

72 

Oct. 

70.7 

64.1 

59 

•5 

Hov. 

68.8 

62.4 

57-5 

Egg-feed  prloe  ratio  ., 

.:    Lb.  feed  :  Nov. 

13-2 

12.9 

10 

5 

:: 
:: 

Dec. 

12.9 

13.9 

10.4 

Stooka: 

t: 

.iThona.caaee: 

Hov. 

1 

1,221 

0.8 

0 

6 

:: 

Dec. 

1 

470 

0.3 

'  0.5 

Frozen  ••••••••••••*< 

.:  mi.  lb. 

Hov. 

1 

133.2 

127.8 

131 

•5 

Dec. 

1 

106.4 

101.4 

IO9.6 

Chi  oka  hatched  by  00a- 

:: 

Oct. 

66.4 

110.0 

120 

.8 

Hov. 

67.7 

111.4 

120.6 

Pulleta  not  yet  of 

laying  age  on  faraa 

:  miliona 

Dec. 

1 

55-1 

35.0 

31 

.1 

Jan. 

i. 

31-9 

27.3 

26.8 

farm  prloe  of  poultry 

:: 

3.75 

3.36 

3-54 

Dec. 

3.80 

3.38 

3.56 

Only  ratios  in  November  and 
December  1954  (9.0  and  8.7 
respectively)  have  been 
lower. 


Price  received  by  farm-  : 
ers  for  chickens,  live  : 

Broilers   :ct.  per  lh 

Farm  chickens   :Ct.  per  lb. 

All  chickens   :Ct.  per  lb. 

Price  received  by  farm-  : 
ers  for  all  chickens  as  : 
a  percentage  of  parity  . :  Percent 

Retail  price  of  broilers  • 
and  fryers,  dressed(AMSict.  per  lb. 


:Ct.  per  lb. 


Price  received  by 
far-mere  for  turkeys, 
live  

Stocks: 

Poultry,  excluding  : 
turkeys  :    ml.  lb. 

Turkeys   :    ml.  lb. 

Broiler-feed  price  : 
ratio  :    Lb.  feed 

Turkey-feed  price  ratio  :   Lb.  feed 

Average  weekly  place - 
■ant  of  ohloka  In 

22  important  States....:    mill  one 


POULTRY  1 

!  Hov. 

28.4 

21.2 

17.1 

Dec. 

27.5 

19.  4 

16.9  '• 

•  Hov. 

22.7 

17.5 

13.0 

Dec. 

23.4 

17.9 

13-5  S 

•  Kov. 

24.9 

19.8 

15-7 

Dec. 

25.3 

19.0 

16.0  : 

:  Hov. 

-  .89 

69 

Dec. 

88 

66 

55  : 

:  Oct. 

53-1 

1*9-9 

44.5 

Kov. 

52.4 

U8.3 

43.5  j 

:  Nov. 

35-2 

29.8 

26.0 

Dec. 

36.7 

30.5 

27.7  : 

:  Nov.  1 

156.5 

114.2 

165.2 

Dec.  1 

173.8 

130.7 

172.9  s 

:  Hov.  1 

87.1 

144.3 

196.5 

Dec.  1 

109.2 

129.O 

193.3  | 

:  Hov. 

4.4 

3-5 

Dec. 

4.1 

3-4  ! 

!  Hov. 

9-5 

8.9 

7.3 

Dec. 

9-8 

9-0 

7.8  ; 

:  Hov. 

19.1* 

21.3 

Dec. 

20.5 

21.0  : 

December  price  lowest  monthly 
average  price  since  December 
I9I+0. 


Stocks  for  these  two  months 
are  record  high. 
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SUMMARY 

Production  of  eggs  is  likely  to  continue  higher  and  prices  to  farmers 
lower  in  the  next  few  months  than  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.    In  the 
last  h  months  of  1956,  production  averaged  h  percent  above  the  same  months  of 
1955,  mainly  because  of  a  3  percent  increase  in  the  rate  of  lay  per  layer. 
The  number  of  layers  on  hand  January  1  was  up  1^  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  to  farmers  for  eggs  averaged  37 »1  cents  per  dozen  in  mid-December, 
10  cents  below  the  same  time  in  1955 - 

The  number  of  chickens  raised  for  laying  flock  replacement  in  1957 
probably  will  be  less  than  in  1956.    However,  the  cut  may  not  be  as  great  as 
might  be  expected  from  the  reduction  in  prices.    The  number  of  chickens  raised 
now  seem  less  affected  by  short-time  changes  in  the  profits  of  egg  production. 
Moreover,  the  trend  toward  increased  production  per  bird  and  the  tendency  of 
producers  to  keep  layers  longer  than  formerly  will  tend  to  maintain  production. 

Broiler  marketings  in  January  will  be  from  weekly  placements  averaging 
about  U  percent  smaller  than  the  placements  which  provided  December  marketings. 
The  decline  in  supplies  together  with  a  seasonal  decline  in  marketings  of 
turkeys  have  already  resulted  in  a  slight  increase  in  broiler  prices  over  the 
mid-December  average  of  16.9  cents  per  pound  to  farmers.    However,  prospective 
supplies  of  broilers  for  January  continue  above  a  year  earlier,  and  weekly 
placements  indicate  that  supplies  in  February  and  March  will  be  at  a  higher 
rate  than  those  in  January. 
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Turkey  prices  rose  after  Thanksgiving  but  had  lost  part  of  the  rise  by 
the  end  of  1956.    The  raid-December  price  to  farmers  averaged  27. 7  cents  per 
pound,  compared  with  30-5  cents  a  year  earlier.    In  the  early  months  of  1956, 
prices  for  dressed  turkeys  rose  but  an  increase  is  not  in  sight  this  year — 
supplies  in  storage  during  the  past  two  months  were  at  record  levels,  36  and 
50  percent  above  a  year  earlier,  and  the  number  of  turkeys  remaining  on  farms 
(i.  e.,  poult  hatchings  late  in  195*5)  is  well  above  last  year.    A  survey  of 
farmers'  intentions  to  raise  turkeys  in  1957  is  to  be  released  January  16. 

Egg  Prices  Continue 
Be lew  Year  Ago 

For  September-December  the  U.  S.  average  egg  price  was  37*8  cents  per 
dozen,  compared  with  kk.3  cents  a  year  earlier.    Egg  prices  at  the  end  of  1956 
and  in  the  first  week  or  ten  days  of  1957  continued  lower  than  a  year  earlier 
--the  U.  S.  average  price  received  by  farmers  in  mid-December  was  10  cents 
lower  than  in  mid-December  1955  when  it  was  the  highest  of  the  year,  and 
slightly  lower  than  a  month  earlier.  During  the  September-December  1956  period 
the  U.  S.  average  egg-feed  price  ratio  was  10.6  pounds  (of  poultry  ration  that 
could  be  bought  with  tne  vaj.ue  or  a  dozen  eggs)  in  1956,  contrasted  with 
13.0  pounds  in  1955  and  an  average  of  12.1  pounds  in  the  period  1951-55- 

Egg  production  in  August-December  1956,  compared  with  the  same  1955 
period;  increased  almost  5  percent  (3  million  cases).  The  effect  of  the 
larger  production  on  price  was  partially  offset  by  several  factors,  including: 
the  1.8  percent  increase  in  population;  and  a  lower  level  of  cold  storage 
stocks  of  both  shell  and  frozen  egg  this  summer  than  last,  with  August  1, 
I956  holdings  of  l.k  million  cases,  smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  bought  nearly  600,000  cases  of 
medium  size  eggs  between  September  29  and  December  6,  (table   h  ),  principally 
for  delivery  to  school  lunches.    Also,  a  second  program  involving  U.  S. 
financial  arrangements  permitted  the  government  of  Spain  to  buy  170,000  cases 
of  medium  size  eggs  this  fall  for  export  to  that  country.    A  similiar,  though 
smaller,  Spanish  program  in  1955  probably  influenced  the  egg  price  rise  late 
in  that  year;  effects  of  the  rise  carried  over  into  early  1956. 

Egg  prices  in  early  January  continued  about  10  cents  below  the  aver- 
age of  k-6 .6  cents  per  d.ozen  received  in  mid-January  1956 .    Since  production 
is  increasing  seasonally,  prices  in  February  and  March  are  likely  to  remain 
below  a  year  earlier  when  the  mid-month  averages  to  farmers  were  about 
h0  cents . 

1956  Egg  Production  Record 
Large :    Continued  High 
in  Coming  Months 

Egg  production  was  record  large  in  each  month  from  July  through  Novem- 
ber 1956 .    December  output  which  was  5  percent  larger  than  the  preceding 
December  was  a  record  high  for  the  month. 
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The  338  million  layers  on  hand  January  1  were  up  l|r  percent  from  a 
year  earlier  and  the  January  1  rate  of  lay  per  100  birds  was  6  percent  above 
last  year. 

In  recent  years,  monthly  egg  outputs  for  the  period  January  through 
May  typically  have  not  been  record  highs  as  they  have  been  in  the  last  half 
of  each  recent  year  (table    5  ),  although  they  have  been  fully  adequate  to 
meet  requirements. 

Egg  production  on  farms  in  1956  was  169  million  cases,  2  percent 
larger  than  the  previous  record  in  the  preceding  year.    Practically  all  in- 
crease occurred  in  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  (table   3  ). 

Numbers  of  layers  now  are  slightly  larger  than  a  year  ago.    If  the  re- 
duction in  numbers  of  layers  in  the  four  to  six  months  following  the  December- 
January  peak  also  follows  the  consistent  pattern  set  in  past  years,  the  lay- 
ing flock  almost  to  mid-1957  will  be  very  close  to  the  size  of  the  flock  in 
the  same  1956  period.     January  and  February  rates  of  lay  will  be  above  last 
year  if  past  trends  are  repeated,  resulting  in  slightly  larger  daily  rates  of 
egg  production  than  in  1956.     (January  1,  for  which  figures  are  already  avail- 
able, shows    8    percent  more  eggs  produced  than  a  year  earlier.)    For  a  few 
months  after  late  March,  rates  of  lay  are  almost  stable  from  year  to  year. 
Therefore,  1957  egg  production  from  late  March  through  May  could  be  above  the 
same  period  in  1956. 

Storage  Demand,  Springtime 

Hatch;    Relation  to  Prospective 
Egg  Prices 

Although  1957  egg'  production  and  supply  from  mid-March  through  May 
could  exceed  1956,  demand  for  breaking  and  for  storage  in  the  shell  may  be 
weaker  because  of  the  unfavorable  experience  of  breakers  and  storers  in  1956. 
Possible  sharp  changes  from  year  to  year  in  total  diversion  of  eggs  to  break- 
ing and  storage  probably  are  more  important  influences  upon  springtime  prices 
than  demand  for  current  consumption,  except  in  times  of  sharp  changes  in  em- 
ployment and  consumer  incomes,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  current  use  in 
the  spring  exceeds  diversion  to  storage. 

Springtime  storage  in  1956  was  not  profitable  for  breakers  or  storers 
of  shell  eggs.    December  prices  for  frozen  mixed  whole  egg,  frozen  albumen, 
and  sugared  and  salted  yolks  all  were  lower  than  March  and  April  prices. 
December  quotations  for  plain  frozen  yolks  were  3  to  h  cents  higher  than  dur- 
ing the  spring,  but  this  increase  is  no  more  than  adequate  to  cover  storage, 
interest,  and  other  costs,  including  risk. 

Dealers  in  frozen  egg  products  are  faced  by  larger  carry-over  stocks 
for  early  1957  than  at  the  same  time  in  1956  when  prices  failed  to  rise.  On 
December  1,  U.  S.  holdings  of  all  forms  of  frozen  egg  were  110  million  pounds, 
8  million  more  than  a  year*  earlier- -equivalent  to  6  percent  of  the  net  in- 
crease in  stocks  of  frozen  egg  from  March  1  to  August  1,  1956. 
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Prices  for  Chicago  future  contracts  declined  steadily  from  the  spring 
of  1956.    Standard  contracts  in  Chicago  are  for  delivery  of  eggs,  from  cold 
storage,  in  months  when  such  eggs  normally  are  taken  from  storage.  Contract 
prices  during  the  spring  reflect  costs  of  eggs  put  into  storage  at  that  time, 
plus  anticipated  carrying  charges.    Prices  during  the  fall  ordinarily  reflect 
the  value  of  eggs  then  available  from  storage.    During  March  and  April  195 6, 
contracts  for  September,  October,  and  November  delivery  sold  in  the  range  of 
about  Ii-l. 50 -1*4. 50  cents  per  dozen  (daily  closes)  .    At  maturity,  the  September 
contract  closed  at  3^»o5  cents  per  dozen,  October  at  31.25,  and  November  at 
29. ^  cents. 

Stocks  of  shell  egg  in  storage  also  exceed  a  year  ago.    Unlike  frozen 
egg,  however,  shell  eggs  seriously  decline  in  quality  after  extended  storcge , 
and  spring-stored  eggs  cannot  be. kept  into  a  second  season.    Therefore,  car- 
ried over  shell  eggs  do  not  "burden  the  spring  time  market  supply  as  the  case 
may  he  for  frozen  egg.    On  December  1,  1956,  there  were  522  thousand  cases  of 
eggs  in  storage,  compared  with  333  thousand  cases  a  year  earlier.    Recent  hold- 
ings included  an  unknown  quantity  of  eggs  earmarked  for  but  not  yet  exported 
to  Spain  under  that  government ' s  purchase  program . 

The  unfavorable  financial  outcome  of  the  1956  storage  operations  prob- 
ably will  reduce  diversion  to  storage  this  year  unless  a  significant  decline 
occurs  in  the  1957  hatchings  of  replacement  chicks.    The  decline  would  have 
to  he  7  or  8  percent  or  perhaps  even  more.    A  smaller  decline  would  not  assure 
a  cut  in  fall  egg  production,  since  farmers  could  maintain  output  by  reducing 
the  rate  of  culling,  using  less  rigid  standards  for  selecting  pullets  among 
the  chickens  raised,  and  by  increasing  the  rate  of  lay  per  bird. 

On  December  1,  hatcheries  reported  12  percent  fewer  replacement -type 
eggs  in  incubators  than  a  year  earlier.    In  California,  settings  of  light - 
breed  eggs  in  the  last  3  weeks  of  December  were  9  percent  below  a  year 
earlier.    However,  these  declines  are  not  necessarily  indicative  of  the  season 
as  a  whole. 

A  significant  decline  in  hatchings  would  favor  a  usual,  or  larger 
than  usual,  seasonal  egg  price  increase  in  1957  and  encourage  the  storage  of 
shell  eggs  during  the  spring.    Consequently,  breakers  and  freezers  would  also 
be  encouraged,  because  relatively  high  prices  for  shell  eggs  would  discourage 
out-of -season  breaking  which  in  1956  cut  into  the  opportunity  to  sell  spring- 
packed  product.    In  1956,  about  95  million  pounds  of  liquid  egg — 2.5  million 
cases — were  broken  commercially  in  July-November,  compared  with  7*+  million 
pounds — 1.9  million  cases — in  1955 • 

Because  per  capita  disappearance  of  eggs  through  consumer  channels  is 
stable  during  the  spring,  despite  considerable  year-to-year  changes  in  price 
(table    3),  storage  demand  probably  influences  springtime  egg  prices  more 
than  the  quantity  stored  would  indicate.    For  this  reason,  a  substantial  cut- 
back in  the  number  of  chickens  to  be  raised  would  influence  egg  prices  earlier 
than  the  time  when  pullets  of  this  spring's  hatch  come  into  lay. 
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The  increasing  specialization  of  egg  production,  a  factor  which  has 
tended  to  maintain  the  number  of  chickens  raised,  was  discussed  in  the 
November  15  issue  of  The  Poultry  and  E£g  Situation. 

Broiler  Prices  Low  at  Yeax  End; 
Slight  Increases  Expected, 
But  Output  to  Continue  Large 

Broiler  prices  in  early  December  were  about  at  the  low  of  195&;  prices 
in  several  areas  were  quoted  as  low  as  13  cents  per  pound  at  the  farm.  In 
mid- December  the  U.  S.  average  farmer's  price  was  16.9  cents  per  pound,  com- 
pared with  17.1  cents  a  month  earlier  and  19.^-  cents  a  year  earlier. 

November  and  December  broilex"  prices  usually  are  among  the  lowest  of 
the  year,  partly  because  of  competition  from  turkeys  during  the  holidays. 
Post-holiday  demand  for  chickens  may  improve,  and  broiler  prices  may  rise 
somewhat.    Although  the  volume  of  production  will  continue  about  10  percent 
larger  than  a  year  earlier,  weelcly  placements  indicate  that  supplies  in 
January  will  be  about  k  percent  smaller  than  in  December.    February  marketings 
will  be  from  weekly  placements  which  were  shout  equal  to  the  placements  re- 
sulting in  December  marketings.    However,  since  the  peak  turkey  marketing 
season  has  passed,  prices  in  February  may  exceed  December  levels. 

Except  for  egg  settings  in  the  period  December  2-8,  which  were  11  per- 
cent below  a  year  earlier,  and  correspondingly  reduced  hatchings  in  the  week 
of  December  22-28,  settings  and  hatchings  in  each  week  of  1956  were  above 
1955 ♦    Since  then,  hatching  operations  increased  to  levels  8  and  lh  percent 
above  a  year  earlier.    It  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  the  cut  was  an 
attempt  to  reduce  hatchings  during  the  Christmas  week,  rather  than  a  reversal 
of  the  uptrend  in  broiler  output. 

The  continued  record  large  production  for  each  of  the  12  most  recent 
months  in  the  face  of  prices  below  a  year  ago  probably  can  be  attributed,  in 
part,  to  the  contractual- type  of  financing  available  to  broilermen,  particu- 
larly when  coupled  with  vertical  integration. 

Articles  in  recent  issues  of  poultry  trade  magazines  further  attempt 
to  explain  the  situtation  by  citing  that  for  some  months  prior  to  mid- 
September  1955 >  and  again  since  October  1,  contractors  have  had  a  stop-loss 
broiler  insurance  available  to  them.    According  to  one  published  version, 
150  million  broilers  were  covered  by  the  plan  in  mid-September,  when  an 
adverse  Arkansas  ruling  caused  suspension  of  further  underwriting.  With 
revisions,  the  insurance  was  resumed  in  October. 

The  insurance  plan,  in  effect,  apparently  covers  the  contractor  against 
80  percent  of  potential  out-of-pocket  loss  on  each  insured  flock  of  broilers. 
The  premium  for  this  coverage  is  reported  to  have  been  1^-  cents  per  chick. 
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Turkey  Prices  Rise  after 
Thanksgiving ;  Record- 
Storage  Stocks 

Turkey  prices  rose  in  the  two  or  three  weeks  after  Thanksgiving,  but 
declined  somewhat  during  Christmas  time  and  the  week  following.    The  mid- 
December  U.  S.  average  price  received  by  farmers  was  27-7  cents  per  pound, 
1.7  cents  higher  than  a  month  earlier,  but  2.8  cents  below  a  year  earlier. 
In  the  Central  Valley  of  California  on  November  20.  heavy  toms  over  29  pounds 
(live)  were  up  to  2.G\  cents  per  pound,  heavy -type  hexis  25-25^  cents,  and  fryer - 
type  turkeys  2h\  cents.    By  December  1  toms  and  hens  had  risen  to  29  and 
26  cents,  respectively  and  fryers  to  27  cents.    At  Christmas  time,  toms  and 
hens  were  about  unchanged  and  fryer -type  turkeys  had  declined  slightly. 

The  price  increase  after  Thanksgiving  raised  wholesale  prices  of 
frozen  turkeys  to  a  higher  level  than  U .  S .  Department  of  Agriculture  had 
paid  under  its  purchase  program.    The  program  was  terminated  at  the  end  of 
November  after  27  million  pounds  1/  of  frozen  eviscerated  turkeys  had  been 
bought .    USDA  on  December  h  offered  to  excuse  vendors  from  making  delivery  on 
contracted  but  as  yet  undelivered  sales,  at  vendors  option.    The  purchased 
turkeys  were  intended  for  School  Lunches  and  similar  outlets. 

The  record  large  crop  of  ~[6  million  birds,  apparently,  was  slaughtered 
somewhat  earlier  than  the  1955  crop,  for  weekly  slaughter  in  the  period  im- 
mediately preceding  mid-November  averaged  above  1955  by  20  percent  or  more 
and  December  slaughter  was  about  5  percent  above  a  year  earlier .  Retail 
prices  for  ready-to-cook  turkeys  in  East  Coast  chain  stores  were  typically 
in  the  mid-forties,  about  8  cents  per  pound  below  1955-    This  fully  reflected 
the  decline  from  the  previous  year  in  farm  and  wholesale  prices . 

Thanksgiving  prices,  as  usual,  did  not  reflect  the  "normal''  retail 
markup  applied  during  most  of  the  year- -many  retailers  use  turkeys  as  a 
"leader"  during  the  holiday  season.    The  price  rise  after  Thanksgiving  was 
sharper  for  toms  than  for  hens  and  f ryer-type  turkeys . 

Storage  stocks  of  turkeys  on  December  1  totaled  193  million  pounds, 
slightly  below  the  197  million-pound  record  of  a  month  earlier .    Since  Decem- 
ber 1.  stocks  in  35  important  cities  have  followed  the  1955  rate  of  decline 
in  holdings,  when  they  declined  3^  million  pounds.    Such  a  decline  in  December 
1955  would  still  leave  January '1  stocks  at  the  highest  level  ever  attained, 
except  for  the  two  preceding  months.    Stocks  on  January  1,  195o.-  were  95  mil- 
lion pounds    the  preceding  January  high  was  in  1953,-  when  lh']  million  pounds 
were  in  storage . 


1;  Contracts  for  1-7  million  pound.s,  included  in  this  total,  were  cancelled 
at  the  beginning  of  December.  - 
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Farmers  1  intentions  to  raise  turkeys  will  be  surveyed  in  January  by 
the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  which  will  release  the  report  January  16. 
An  October  survey  of  farmers '  intentions  to  keep  breeder  hens  showed  an 
intended  increase ,  at  that  time,  of  l6  percent  for  heavy-breed  hens  and  toms, 
and  an  intended  decrease  of  3  percent  for  light-breed  birds .    The  October 
intentions  may  have  been  revised  downward  since  the  time  of  report,  since 
widespread  publicity  has  been  given  to  those  intentions  and  to  the  belief 
that  a  large  increase  in  the  production  of  heavy-breed  turkeys  would  further 
reduce  prices  in  the  fall  of  1957* 

According  to  the  Wall  Street  Journal  of  December  20,  the  195^  turkey 
crop  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  a  record  of  nearly  2.8  million  birds  compared 
with  1.6  million  in  1955*    With  this  increase  in  supply,  retail  prices 
dropped  from  the  U.  S.  equivalent  of  70  to  80  cents  per  pound  in  late  1955 
to  ^5  "to  50  cents  at  the  holiday  season  in  1956 . 
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Table    2. — Eggs:-  Farm  egg  production  and  first-of -month  stocks  and  net 
movement  of  sheil  and  frozen  egg,  United  States, 
by  months,  January  1954  to  date 
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duc- 
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Commer- 
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stocks, 
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Net  move- 
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tion 

move- 

begin- 

cial 

ment  to 

frozen 

cial 

frozen 

on 

ment  to 

ning  of 

produc- 

storage 

e6S  > 

produc- 

egg, 

farms 

storage 

follow- 

tion  of 

of  frozen 

X  11  0  L  Ol 

tion  of  : 

of  frozen 

first  of 

(-  =  out) 

i  nrr  mnn  1~ H 

liquid 

egg  ' 

I OliOW- 

liquid 

follow- 

egg 

ing  montn 

egg 

1  n  rr    m/\n  4"  In 
■LLXq,  uiuilUil 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil . 
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Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

cases 
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lb. 

lb. 

lb. 
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Jan. 

Ik. 2 

-  1/ 

0.1 
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-3.3 

38.2 

0.8 

0.1 

1.0 

Feb. 
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.1 

4  (  .0 

4-1 . 0 

.1 

1.1 

Mar.  : 

l6.it 

•3 
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50.3 

91.9 

2.4 

1.3 
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Apr.  : 

15.6 

•3 

•  7 
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),  )i  c 
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d*  d 
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May  ; 

IT)  .X 

72.5 

30.5 
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1.9 

.8 
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June 

13.1 

•3 

1.6 

56. 4 

19.2 
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1.5 

•  5 
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juxy 

TO  1 

—  •  C 

-L  •  *+ 
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•  3 
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Sept. 
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•  3 

.6 

3.6 

Oct. 

12.7 
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.6 
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118.0 

•  3 

.5 
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Nov. 
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-23.3 

94.7 
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l4.2 

-.1 
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.4 
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1-9 
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l4.5 

1/ 
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30.7 

-3.7 

66.2 
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23.0 

193-9 
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Till  ir 

ouJLy 

i  / 

J?6 

9  P 
c  *  c 

36.2 

.8 

194.7 

•  9 

1/ 

5-1 

Aug.  ! 

H.9 
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.4 

.4 
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Sept . 

11.8 
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1.1 
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.2 
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.2 
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•3 
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.6 

1.2 

94.2 

45.5 

140.0 

2.4 

1.2 

3-6 

June 

13.8 

•  3 

1.5 

73-0 

32.3 

172.4 

1-9 

.8 

4.5 

July 

13.2 

-.2 

1.3 

36.3 

5-1 

177.4 

•  9 

.1 

4.6 

Aug. 

12.7 

-.2 

1.0 

22.7 

-9-5 

167.9 

.6 

.2 

4.4 

Sept. 

12.3 

-•3 

•  7 

12.8 

-15.9 

152.0 

•  3 

.4 

3-9 

Oct. 

13.^ 

-.1 

.6 

13.5 

-20.5 

131.5 

.4 

.5 

3.4 

Nov. 

13A 

-.1 

•  5 

9A 

-22.0 

109.6 

.2 

.6 

2.8 

Dec. 

14.6 

1/  Less  than  0.5  million  cases. 
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Table    3«-  Eggs:    Farm  production,  farm  prices  (including  seasonal 
adjustment ),  retail  prices, and  per  capita  disappearance,  monthly, 

Januar.y  1952  to  date 


Month 

Produc- 
tion 

on 
farms 

Civilian 
per 
capita 
disap- 
pearance 
{ shell 
only) 

Prices  and  related 

data 

U .  S .  average 
price  received 
by  farmers 

•  As  re- : Seasonally 
ported :  adjusted 

Seasonal 
adjust- 
ment 
factor 

1/ 

u .  s . 

average 
retail 
price, 

per 
dozen 
VAMS  J 

Farm- 
retail 
price 
spread 

:  ^ 

.  Million 

cases 

Cents 

Cents 

Percent 

Cents 

Cents 

1953 

January 

ik.k 

33-0 

^5,8 

1   S    W  w 

V7.7 

'  1   ■  1 

96 

y^ 

6U.9 

17.7 

February 

13-9 

y 

28.6 

U2.0 

kQ.3 

87 

59.8 

I6.5 

March 

16.2 

32.2 

kh.7 

51. U 

87 

68.5 

17.5 

\  y 

April 

15.6 

30.3 

^5*5 

'  y  v  y 

52o3 

87 

6k.O 

17.1 

May 

1U.9 

29.  k 

^5 .9 

51.6 

89 

^  y 

6k.  0 

16.7 

June 

13.1 

— ✓ 

27.3 

^5.7 

'  y  m  I 

50.2 

91 

65 .1 

18.0 

July 

12.1 

27.8 

1+7.7 

W.2 

99 

67.8 

18.7 

August 

11.3 

26.5 

50.2 

1+6.9 

T07 

69.9 

y  y 

18.2 

September 

11.0 

25.8 

51.  k 

^5.5 

113 

73.1 

20.2 

October 

12.2 

28.0 

53.2 

^5.5 

*✓  ■  y 

117 

7^.7 

19.8 

y 

November 

12.6 

29.1 

^9.7 

U2.5 

117 

68.6 

17  A 

December 

13 .7 

31.3 

U8.5 

U2.9 

113 

 U.J 

66.5 

16.5 

195^ 

January 

1U.2 

30.9 

^6.3 

I1-8.7 

95 

S  y 

6s  .1 

February 

13.9 

27.8 

^5.7 

52.5 

87 

6U.3 

17.2 

March 

16.  k 

30.8 

38.7 

kk.$ 

87 

56.7 

16.8 

April 

15.6 

30.0 

35-0 

^0.2 

87 

53.8 

17.8 

May 

15.1 

29.6 

33.1 

37.6 

88 

52.2 

18.1 

June 

13.1 

26.4 

33.0 

36.7 

90 

50.9 

y  y 

16.9 

July 

12.1 

27.0 

3^.5 

3^.8 

QQ 

5U.6 

19.1 

August 

11.6 

26.7 

37  ^ 

35.0 

107 

58.0 

19.5 

September 

11.7 

26.  k 

33.8 

29.9 

113 

56 .0 

21.2 

October 

12.7 

28.9 

32.  k 

27.9 

116 

56.1 

22.7 

November 

13.1 

30.1 

33.9 

29.5 

115 

54.6 

19.7 

December 

Ik. 2 

32.0 

32.7 

29.2 

112 

51.5 

17.8 

1955 

January 

30.8 

32.2 

3^.3 

9^ 

50.1 

16.9 

February 

13.6 

27.5 

39.5 

^5.9 

86 

57.8 

17.1 

Continued  - 
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Table     3«-  Eggs:    Farm  production,  farm  prices  (including  seasonal 
adjustment),  retail  prices,  and  per  capita  disappearance,  monthly, 
January  1952  to  date  — Continued 


ft  f\  s-\  v~\  -f~ 

jvionon 

Produc- 
tion 

on 
farms 

Civilian 
per  , 
capita 
disap- 

^  SXlcJ—L 

only) 

Prices  and  related 

data 

U.  S.  average 
price  received 
by  farmers 

As  re-: Seasonally 
ported:  adjusted 

Seasonal 
adjust- 
ment 
factor 

y 

u .  0 . 

average 
retail 

per 

U.OZ.CI1 

r  dj.  Hi- 
re tail 
price 
spreau. 

Million 

cases 

Eggs 

Cents 

Cents 

Percent 

Cents 

Cents 

195 5 -Con.  : 

88 

18.1 

March  : 

15.9 

30.5 

39.7 

^5.1 

59.0 

April 

15 -7 

28.6 

35.9 

1+0. 3 

89 

53.3 

16.3 

May 

15.5 

28.0 

33.8 

37-6 

90 

51.6 

16.8 

June 

13.8 

26. h 

33.8 

37-1 

91 

51.5 

16.7 

July 

12.8 

26.8 

35.2 

35.2 

100 

55.0 

18.7 

August  : 

11.9 

27.0 

39.^ 

36.5 

108 

61.1+ 

20.8 

September 

11.8 

26.8 

1+3-8 

39-5 

111 

61+. 1+ 

19.3 

October 

12.9 

28.9 

1+2.9 

37.6 

llll 

64.1 

19.9 

November 

13.0 

29.5 

h3. h 

38.1 

111+ 

62.1+ 

17.7 

December 

13.8 

30.8 

k2.k 

111 

66.2 

17.7 

1956 

January 

lb. 3 

30.  h 

1+6.6 

U9.6 

91+ 

65.5 

17.5 

February 

lk.3 

28.4 

1+0.2 

1+6.7 

86 

58.0 

16.6 

March 

16.0 

30.5 

39.6 

kk.3 

89 

58.1 

17.3 

April 

15.5 

28,1 

38.5 

k2.Q 

90 

56.5 

16.8 

May 

.  15.4 

27.2 

37-5 

hi. 2 

91 

55.6 

17.0 

June 

13.8 

25.  k 

36.3 

39.5 

92 

5^.0 

16.6 

July 

:  13.2 

27.2 

36.5 

36.9 

99 

55.9 

18.3 

August 

12.7 

26.7 

36.9 

3k.2 

108 

56.8 

18.8 

September 

12.3 

26.7 

38.6 

3^.8 

111 

58.9 

19.1 

October 

13, h 

3/28.6 

38.1 

33.7 

113 

59-5 

20.3 

November 

3/28.9 

37.2 

32.9 

113 

57-5 

19.2 

December 

:  I6.5 

113 

l/  For  January  1957  and  the  following  months  through  June  1957;  the  seasonal 
adjustment  factors  are  respectively:     yk,  88,  90,  91,  91,  and  92. 

2/  Includes  allowance  for  breakage  and  loss. 
3/  Preliminary. 
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Table    5.-  Monthly  egg  production  on  farms, 
Dec ember- July,  19U3  to  date 


Year 

[Preceding' 
[December  \ 

*                       •  • 

•  • 

!  January:  February: 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

March 

•  April 

f  Mav  : 

June  : 

Julv 

• 
• 

:March- 
:  Mav 
: total 

• 

\  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

>  cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

19k3  « 

!  8.6 

ID  fit 

.  u 

18.1 

18.7 

18.1 

lk.9 

12.7 

-1-6-  •  j 

5U.9 

19hh  i 

t  9.3 

12  6 

19.2 

19.7 

18.9 

15.3 

13.1 

57.8 

19U5  ! 

i  9.6 

11.8 

13.6 

18.6 

18.7 

17.7 

1U.9 

12.9 

55.0 

19U6  ! 

t  9.9 

1),  o 

18.9 

18.8 

17. U 

lU.l 

11.9 

55.1 

19U7  ! 

:  10.7 

13  6 

.o 

17.1 

17.U 

16.8 

1U.3 

12.5 

51 .3 

19ii8  ! 

:  10.6 

12.2 

13.2 

16.7 

17.0 

16.2 

13.6 

12.1 

U9.9 

19U9  J 

•  11.5 

13.0 

13.5 

16.8 

16.U 

15.7 

13.3 

11.8 

U8.9 

1950  i 

:  13.1 

liw7 

lh.6 

17.3 

16.9 

16.3 

13.8 

12.1i 

50.5 

1951  j 

t  12.7 

1U.1 

lii.2 

16.7 

16.3 

15.9 

13.7 

12.3 

U8.9 

1952  i 

:  13.1 

lU.5 

15.1 

16.8 

16.1 

15.5 

13.0 

11.6 

U8.U 

1953  ! 

s   13. U 

Ih.h 

13.9 

16.2 

15.6 

1U.9 

13.1 

12.1 

U6.7 

195U  < 

t  13.7 

1U.2 

13.9 

16.U 

15.6 

15.1 

13.1 

12.1 

U7.1 

1955  ' 

!  1U.2 

1U.5 

13.6 

15.9 

15.7 

15.5 

13.8 

12.8 

itf.l 

1956 

?  13.8 

1U.3 

1U.3 

16.0 

15.5 

15.U 

13.8 

13.2 

U6.9 

1957  : 

:  lh.6 
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Table  8.-  Hens  and  pullets  as  percentages  of  total  numbers 
of  October  1  and  January  1  layers,  October  19^5  to  date 


October  1 

January  1  following 

Year 

Hens 

'.    Pullets  of  ! 

Total 

;  Hens 

!    Pullets  of  ! 

Total 

.    laying  age  '. 

J    laying  age  '. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

■5  V 
J  1 

l  no 

5° 

fill 

1 00 

1  Qhfi 

62 

^8 

i  00 

18 
j° 

6? 

1  00 

±y+  [ 

60 

liO 

1  00 

37 

63 

1  00 

^8 

6? 

1  00 

19^9 

57 

100 

35 

65 

100 

1  QcO 

S7 

1  00 

38 

6p 

i  on 

1951  : 

56 

1+1+ 

100 

37 

63 

100 

1  OS? 

ss 

Us 

1 00 

3Q 

61 

1 00 

1953  : 

50 

50 

100 

33 

67 

100 

195^ 

1+8 

52 

100 

32 

68 

100 

1955  : 

53 

*7 

100 

37 

63 

100 

1956 

V7 

53 

100 

Table  9»~  Factors  indicative  of  culling  rates,  19^0  to  date 


Year 


Pullets  on 
hand  Jan.  1, 
as  a  percentage 
of  chickens 
raised  pre- 
vious  year 
Percent 


Hens  on  hand  as  a 
percentage  of  Jan.  1: 

potential  layers 


Oct.  1 


Percent 


Jan.  1 

following 

Percent 


Average  number  of 

layers  on  hand 
Oct.  1-Sept.  30, 
as  a  percentage  of 
Jan.  1  number  of 
potential  layers 
Percent 


Hens  on  hand 

Jan.  1 
following, 
as  a  per- 
centage of 
Oct.  1  hens 

Percent 


19U0 

19^1 
19U2 

19^3 
I9I+I+ 
19U5 
19U6 
19U7 
19U8 
19^9 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
195*+ 
1955 
1956 


36 
38 
37 
38 
35 
36 
36 
38 

39 
1+2 

hi 
k2 
1+2 
1+2 
hi 
1+8 
52 


1+0 
kh 
h3 
hi 
hh 
h5 
h3 
h6 
h6 
h6 

h5 
h5 
h3 
h2 

U2 
'45 

h2 


36 

39 
ho 

36 
33 
32 
32 
32 
3^ 
3^ 

33 
3h 
3^ 
31 
30 

33 


77 
77 
77 
76 
79 
77 
80 
80 
82 
83 

82 
82 

eh 

81+ 

85 

86 


89 
90 

93 
76 
75 
71 
7^ 
71 
73 
7^ 

75 
76 
79 
lh 
72 
73 
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Table  10.-  Measures  of  changes  in  the  volume  of  fresh  egg  supply, 
selected  months ,  and  United  States  average  price 
received  by  farmers,  1954  "to  date 


Year 

"  Unit 

\  June  '. 

July  |    Aug.   '.  Sept..     Oct.   \    Nov.   \    Dec.   \  Jan. 

(a)  Index  of  production  of  eggs  on  farms, 

first  day  of  month,  (June  1,  1954=100 ) 

1954-55 

100 

87         79           80         85           90           96  99 

1955-56 

103 

93          8^           8l         87           91           95  96 
«/ j                           v-,j-           v-/ 1             y^-             y  j  y^J 

1956-57 

103 

93        89         86        90         95         97  104 

(b) 

A-irpr'fiP'f*  wppk"!  v  rpppi  "ni".^   of*   ^VipI  1    RcrcrR.   in  it  ni  iri 

1954-55 

Thou. 

cases 

248 

186       179         190       191         192         226  234 

1955-56 

Thou. 

cases 

221 

199        172         182        193          196          202  264 

1956-57 

Thou. 

cases 

253 

I87        190         183        200         203  208 

(c) 

Egg  receipts,  first  full  week  of  month,  at  Iowa 

assembling  plants,  as  a  percentage  of  preceding  week 

lQ5k_55 

Pet. 

112 

83       102           92         96         100         103  123 

1955-56 

Pet. 

103 

87         86           96         95         105         113  99 

1956-57 

Pet. 

111+ 

90       94        96      107       100  99 

(a) 

Mid-month  United  States  average  price  received 

by  farmers,  per  dozen 

1954-55  : 

Ct.  : 

33-0 

34.5      37.4        33-8      32.4       33-9       32.7  32.2 

1955-56 

Ct. 

33.8 

35.2      39.4       43.8     42.9       43.4       47.1  46.6 

1956-57  : 

Ct.  : 

36.3 

36.5      36.9       38.6      38.I       37.2  37-1 
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Table  11.-  Monthly  hatchings  of  replacement-type  chickens ,  United  States , 
available  data,  195^  to  date,  and  replacement -type  eggs  in 
incubators,  December  1956,  an<i  chickens  raised,  195^  "to  date 


Item 

195*+ 

!  1955 

1956 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Hatchings 

January 

32.9 

40 .  f 

February 

Lj 201 . 5 

71.2 

00  .0 

March 

140.0 

153.8 

April 

i/193-9 

163.9 

165.3 

May 

1/111.5 

107.9 

113-1 

June 

y  33.9 

32.7 

35.2 

July 

-1  1  y% 

1^-9 

I5.8 

August 

12.6 

1V.5 

September 

14.1 

15.3 

October 

lo  .0 

17.3 

November 

15.5 

15.7 

December 

IT. 5 

2/(88) 

Total,  calendar 

year 

648.6 

Total,  12  months 

ending  July  of 

given  year 

685.3 

Chickens  raised, 

calendar  year 

540.0 

461.9 

1+71.9 

l/  Derived. 

2/'  Eggs  in  incubators  first  of  month  as  a  percentage  of  preceding  year. 
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Table  13--  Weekly  hatchings  of  replacement -type  (light-treed)  chicks, 
California,  1953  to  date,  and  weekly  egg  settings,  1956 


Hatchings 


Week 
ending 
1/ 

1953 

:  1951+ 

:  1955 

:  Egg 
:  settings, 
:  1956 

Hatchings , 

1950 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Jan.  7 

891 

1,21+7 

1,015 

1,351 

1,116 

ll+ 

9k6 

1,190 

959 

1,556 

1,123 

21 

962 

1,179 

916 

1,1+72 

1,092 

28 

975 

1,289 

902 

1,596 

1,01+1+ 

Feh.  1+ 

1,157 

1,1+91+ 

1,113 

1,1+27 

1,191* 

11 

1,228 

1,1+19 

1,120 

1,755 

1,132 

18 

1,288 

1,538 

1,252 

1,707 

1,21+1+ 

25 

1,1+12 

1,605 

1,333 

1,828 

1,113 

Mar .  3 

1,601 

1,713 

1,550 

1,611 

1,316 

10 

1,553 

1,71+2 

1,737 

1,335 

17 

1,512 

1,691+ 

1,578 

1,861 

1,371 

2k 

1,1+21 

1,691 

1,307 

1,623 

1,212 

31 

1,300 

1,690 

1,391 

1,675 

1,295 

Apr.  7 

1,336 

1,526 

1,256 

1,1+68 

1,1+05 

ll+ 

1,177 

1,567 

1,333 

1,^83 

1,215 

21 

1,155 

1,3^5 

1,21+3 

1,360 

1,236 

28 

97^ 

1,121+ 

l,0l+2 

1,256 

1,061+ 

May  5 

859 

l,06l 

1,085 

1,190 

1,099 

12 

813 

985 

820 

1,21+7 

1,002 

19 

732 

885 

832 

1,258 

928 

26 

686 

722 

805 

1,201 

915 

June  2 

691 

769 

869 

1,000 

921 

9 

690 

675 

81+2 

1,078 

Q20 

16 

678 

705 

815 

1,062 

875 

23 

569 

573 

676 

1,020 

701+ 

30 

5I+2 

693 

802 

986 

778 

July  7 

586 

637 

657 

998 

761+ 

lU 

56U 

672 

71+7 

1,081 

731 

21 

550 

601 

609 

1,009 

720 

28 

521 

61+8 

701+ 

928 

715 

Aug .  k 

1+98 

605 

681 

98O 

796 

11 

511 

612 

6I+7 

1,111+ 

71+7 

18 

53^ 

651 

666 

1,01+9 

657 

25 

57^ 

6I+7 

660 

1,138 

666 

Sept.  1 

8 

593 

659 

61+1+ 

1,030 

808 

620 

637 

676 

1,033 

721+ 

15 

626 

701 

776 

1,068 

791 

22 

61+1 

598 

751 

981 

718 

29 

617 

633 

71+8 

1,176 

713 

Oct.  6 

593 

612 

777 

1,038 

772 

13 

625 

578 

839 

93l+ 

701+ 

20 

629 

534 

861 

9I+2 

837 

27 

625 

511 

871 

990 

728 

Nov.  3 

707 

527 

822 

950 

691 

10  '-'i 

720 

563 

697 

1,063 

696 

17 

713 

538 

837 

1,079 

736 

2k 

667 

^63 

756 

1,070 

712 

Dec.  1 

802 

620 

961 

1,152 

805 

8 

831 

890 

621 

895 

1,096 

818 

15 

709 

851+ 

1,182 

802 

22 

735 

1+89 

7I+3 

1,4*3 

868 

29 

880 

837 

909 

Total 

1+1+,000 

1+8,021+ 

1+8,078 

1/  Dates  are  for  1956.    Comparable  weeks  for  other  years. 


PES -187 


-  25  - 


Table  ll+.-  Egg-feed  price  ratio,  farmers'  intentions  to  raise  chickens,  chickens 
raised,  and  pullets  on  farms,  United  States,  1925  to  date 


Percentage  of  preceding  year 

Egg-feed 

price 

Pullets 

Egg-feed 

Year 

ratio 

Vil     X  CLX  ill  O  y 

Farmers ' 

price 

Pullets 

(weighted 

raised 

January  1 

intentions 

ratio 

Chickens 

on  farms, 

average ) 

following 

to  raise 

(weighted 

raised 

January  1 

1/ 

chickens 

average ) 

following 

1/ 
±J 

Lb. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1925 

12.9 

679 

103 

1926 

13-5 

718 

105 

106 

1927 

13.  h 

750 

99 

10l+ 

1928 

12.2 

700 

91 

93 

1929 

13.1 

751 

253 

107 

107 

1930 

13-8 

777 

21+1+ 

105 

103 

96 

1931 

10.6 

709 

230 

77 

1932  : 

11.6 

736 

237 

109 

104 

103 

-'--'-)_> 

750 

2^8 

123 

102 

100 

193^ 

10.9 

6kk 

212 

76 

86 

89 

1935 

11  .k 

658 

226 

105 

102 

107 

1936 

13.1 

715 

2^9 

115 

109 

110 

1937 

9.h 

601 

215 

72 

81+ 

86 

1938 

11.1+ 

651 

2^2 

108 

121 

108 

113 

1939 

12.6 

697 

25I+ 

108 

111 

107 

105 

19^0 

10.  h 

631+ 

21+0 

96 

83 

91 

•9*+. 

19^1 

11.5 

7i+5 

278 

1  OQ 

ni 

J — L  _L 

3i8 

116 

J  

19^2 

13.2 

8kk 

319 

112 

115 

113 

115 

lQl+3 

lk  .7 

1,001 

^50 

116 

111 

119 

110 

19UU 

11.2 

832 

301 

83 

76 

83 

86 

19^5 

12.8 

890 

322 

96 

111+ 

107 

107 

191+6 

11.9 

738 

281 

86 

93 

83 

87 

1947 

11.3 

719 

278 

9k 

85 

97 

99 

19)48 

9.8 

615 

258 

80 

87 

86 

93 

19k9 

12.7 

705 

287 

107 

130 

115 

ill 

1950 

9-6 

620 

258 

88 

76 

77 

90 

1951 

11.1+ 

623 

261 

96 

119 

101 

101 

1952 

9.1 

561 

238 

90 

80 

90 

91 

1953 

11.3 

51+8 

255 

96 

12^ 

98 

107 

195*+ 

10.9 

51+0 

257 

100 

96 

99 

101 

1955  2/ 

:  9-7 

1+62 

238 

82 

89 

86 

93 

1956  2/ 

12.1(13-6)  2/1+72 

103 

125  (88) 

102 

1957  3/ 

(10.1+) 

(76) 

l/  Weights  are  as  follows:     Preceding  November,  1;  preceding  December,  2;  January,  3J 
February,  k;  March,  5;  April,  3;  May,  1.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  For  1957,  November  and 
December;  comparable  1956  in  parentheses. 
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Table  17.-  Turkey  poults:    Monthly  hatchings  in  commercial  hatcheries,  available 
data,  September  1953  to  date,  and  calendar  year  totals  of  turkeys  raised 


Month 

1953-5^ 

195^-55 

:      1955-56  : 

1956-57 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

(a)  All  turkeys 

Hatchings 

September 

0.5 

0.7 

0.6 

0.7 

October 

A 

•7 

•5 

.7 

November 

.7 

1.2 

•  9 

l.k 

December 

1-7 

2.2 

1-9 

January 

3-0 

2.6 

2.8 

February 

5.0 

3.8 

5.6 

March 

11.2 

8.9 

12.1 

April 

lb  .2 

Ik. 6 

17.3 

May 

16.7 

17.2 

19.2 

June 

in  A 
10 . 0 

11.6 

13-1 

July 

3-9 

k.3 

5-2 

August 

l.k 

1.5 

1.8 

Raised  in  calendar 

year  beginning  Jan. 

67.7 

65.6 

2/76.3 

(b)  Light-breed  turkeys 

Hatchings  1 

.k 

.k 

September 

.k 

•  7 

October 

.k 

•  7 

•3 

•  3 

November 

.7 

1.0 

•  5 

.7 

December 

1-3 

1-7 

•  9 

January 

1.8 

l.k 

•  9 

February 

1-7 

1,1 

.8 

March 

1.8 

1.1 

1.0 

April 

2.3 

1.8 

1.5 

May 

3-3 

2.U 

2.3 

June 

3.0 

2.6 

2.U 

July 

2.k 

2.2 

2.2 

August 

1-3 

1.2 

1.1 

Raised  in  calendar 

year  beginning  Jan. 

:  19.2 

16.8 

2/13-6 

(c)  All  heavy-breed  turkeys 

Hatchings 

September 

1/ 

u 

.1 

.3 

October 

11 

.1 

.2 

.4 

November 

:  .1 

.2 

.k 

.8 

December 

•3 

•  5 

1.0 

January 

1.2 

1.2 

1.9 

February 

:  3A 

2.7 

k.8 

March 

9.k 

7.8 

11.1 

Continued  - 
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Table  17.-  Turkey  poults:    Monthly  hatchings  in  commercial  hatcheries,  available  data, 
September  1953  to  date,  and  calendar  year  totals  of  turkeys  raised  — Continued 


Month  : 

1953-5^ 

195^-55               1955-56  : 

1956-57 

Mil. 

Mil.  Mil. 

Mil. 

(c)  All  heavy -breed  turkeys 

Hatchings — continued.  : 

April 

13-9 

May 

13.^ 

ih.Q  16.9 

June 

I  •  ( 

y  .  U                         J_U  •  I 

July 

1.4 

2.1  3.0 

August 

.1 

•3  -7 

Raised  in  calendar 

year  beginning  Jan. 

1+8.5 

48.8  2/62.8 

(d)  Light-feathered  heavy-breed  turkey 

s 

Hatchings 

September 

•3 

October 

.k 

November 

•  5 

December 

January 

•9 

February 

1.1 

March 

1.9 

May 

3-5 

June 

O  Q 

July 

1.6 

August 

.6 

Raised  in  calendar 

year  beginning  Jan. 

2/16.7 

(e)  Other  heavy-breed  turkeys 

Hatchings 

September 

u 

October 

y 

November 

.2 

December 

January 

1.0 

February 

3-7 

March 

9.2 

April 

12.9 

May 

13.3 

June 

7-8 

July 

1.4 

August 

U 

Raised  in  calendar 

year  beginning  Jan. 

2/46.1 

1/'  Less  than  0.05 •     2/  Preliminary. 
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Table  19.-  Turkeys:    USDA  purchases,  1956 


[          Amount  purchased 

Range  of  paying 
prices  during  the 
'         week,  per  pound 

Week  ending 

\  For  the  week  * 

Cumulative 

:      Thou.  lb. 

Thou.  lb. 

ct. 

September  28 

I  360 

360 

37.00-37.50 

October 

5 
12 

19 
26 

:  1,737 
:  3,12k 

6,11+8 

2,097 
5,821 
Xyjfy¥J 

16,1+88 

37.23-39.50 
37.32-39.50 
37.32-39.50 
37.32-39.50 

November 

2 
9 

16  • 
23 

30 

4,818 
3,366 
2,082 
360 
0 

21,306 
24,672 
26,754 
27,114 
1/27,114 

37.32-39.50 
37.3125-39.50 
37.3125-39.50 

38.50-39.50 

1/  Contracts  Tor  1,748  thousand  pounds,  included  in  this  total,  were  cancelled  at 
the  beginning  of  December. 


Table  20.-  Farmers'  share  of  the  consumers'  dollar  by 
commodity  groups,  1955  to  date 


(Including  data  for  cover  chart) 


:                                                Farmers '  share 

:  Bakery 

Fruits 

Fats 

Meat 

Period 

:  and 

and 

Dairy  , 

Poultry  , 

All 

:  cereal  : 

vege-  : 

and 

prod-  , 

prod-  ] 

and 

foods 

:  products  : 

tables  ! 

oils  ; 

ucts  ] 

ucts 

eggs 

:  Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1955 

Jan. -Mar 

:  22 

30 

31 

46 

58 

67 

42 

Apr .  -  June 

:  21 

31 

32 

45 

56 

66 

42 

July -Sept. 

:  20 

28 

29 

46 

53 

65 

4o 

Oct . -Dec . 

:  20 

28 

29 

46 

48 

64 

39 

Average,  : 

12  mos.  : 

21 

29 

30 

46 

54 

66 

4l 

1956  \ 

4l 

Jan. -Mar.  : 

20 

30 

33 

46 

48 

65 

Apr. -June  : 

21 

32 

36 

46 

53 

63 

4l 

July -Sept.: 

20 

30 

31 

46 

56 

61 

41 

Average,  : 

63 

41 

9  mos.  : 

20 

31 

33 

46 

52 
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NOTICE 

If  you  no  longer  need  this_ 


publication,  check  here  /  / 
return  this  sheet,  and  your  name 
will  be  dropped  from  the  mailing 
list . 


If  your  address  should  be  changed, 

"write  the  new  address  on  this 

sheet  and  return  the  whole  sheet  to : 

Administrative  Services  Division  (ML) 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


